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Roi rVvar sa. 


What of Tomorrow? 


The writer was recently invited to sit in a 
group called together to hear a recording pro- 
duced by some Army officers to whom had been 
assigned the task of ascertaining why so many 
American prisoners of war in Korea succumbed 
to “brain washing,” and as a result collaborated 
with their captors. 


It was a depressing experience. This report 
is the result of several years painstaking study; 
of personal interviews with hundreds of our 
men; a study of the backgrounds of these men; 
and also an appraisal of Communist reports 
and material which fell into the hands of our 
intelligence. 


Several things stand out in these findings. 


Thirty-two per cent of those captured died 
under the rigors through which they passed. 
Of the remaining number thirty-three per cent 
eventually collaborated with the enemy. 


A study of the latter group revealed a num- 
ber of startling facts; conditions which can well 
have a serious effect on the future of our nation, 
either in peace or war. The majority of these 
men seemed to have lacked (a), Spiritual and 
moral convictions. (b), Understanding and 
appreciation of the American heritage. (c), 
Discipline in the sense of a basic concept of 
right and wrong. (d), An understanding of 
Communism and its propaganda methods. 


Many of these men came from broken homes 
while few of them had Church training or 
religious ties. 


It is interesting that this report repeatedly 
laid stress on the value and importance of 
home and Church training, repeatedly speaking 
of the Sunday School and Church and urging 
a return to both the values of the past and 
the effective means of transmitting those values. 


As we listened to this report (which lasted 
for an hour and a quarter), there gradually 
developed in our mind some steps which seem 
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imperative for us to consider. These fall into 
the physical, political and spiritual fields. 


Physical 


We hate to admit it but America has become 
a land of softness. Easy living, transporta- 
tion by car, long hours before a TV or watching 
sporting events, all have conspired to take the 
hardness from our muscles and while other 
things have taken the convictions from ou 
souls. 


During our visit to Korea last winter we 
visited one of the Turkish units near the DMZ 
(Demilitarized Zone) and heard tales of the 
hardness of these troops. In one POW camp 
in North Korea it was reported there were 
1,657 American prisoners of war and 300 Turk- 
ish soldiers. 450 of the Americans died from 
the rigors through which they passed. Not one 
Turk died although subjected to the same pri- 
vations. 


Some months ago one of our leading news 
weeklies gave a report showing how greatly 
European youth excels American youth in 
health and stamina. There young people walk 
to school or travel for miles by bicycle. Few 
of them know the luxury (?) of sitting at 
home watching TV and eating ice cream. 
America may have the highest standard of 
living in the world but it is not necessarily the 
best standard for the developing of youth. 


Political 


By a strange change of emphasis in history, 
patriotism has become passe in some circles. 
Love for country, pride in her achievements 
and a patriotic thrill at the sight of the Ameri- 
can flag is something which in past genera- 
tions was encouraged and without which man 
became suspect. Much of this has changed and 
it is not good. 


Little wonder that young men brought up 
without proper indoctrination in American tra- 
dition and national appreciation fell prey to 
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the clever propaganda of the Communists. 
Confronted with allusions to “capitalistic 
dupes,” “slaves of Wall Street,” etc., etc., these 
young men did not know how to answer. Too 
few of them had learned that while the workers 
of Russia may own the factories it is the 
workers of America who own the things pro- 
duced by the factories. 


In fact, much in American education which 
leads to a proper appreciation of our land had 
been left out; and, along with superficial edu- 
cation there has gone hand in hand a lack of 
those disciplines which strengthen both body 
and mind. 


Spiritual 


The most significant part of the report re- 
ferred to at the beginning of this editorial had 
to do with the recognized need for spiritual 
and moral training. 


Such training begins in the home and is 
augmented in the Sunday School and Church. 
That the Army should turn to the Christian 
home and the Church for help is a credit to 
those who have made this study and a tribute 
to our historic faith. 


Shall we fail our young people and our 
nation in this? Few there are who would wil- 
fully neglect a responsibility but as we look 
at our land today, with its millions of broken 
homes, its emphasis on sex, its glorification 
of crime and brutality on TV and over the 
radio, its book stalls crowded with young peo- 
ple (and older ones too), avidly reading the 
lewd literature to be had for a price, what are 
we doing to effectively combat this degenerative 
process? 


We would not for one moment minimize the 
much fine work which is being done already. 
But we must not be blind to the fact that the 
conditions faced by this hard-boiled Army study 
are not yet being met head on. Nor do we 
believe they will be met until we begin as 
individual Christians, trying by God’s help to 
make our own homes as Christ would have 
them be, then as local churches and commu- 
nities take steps to make an impact for Christ 
and His Kingdom. 


A Herculean Task 


The future is not bright because that which 
we face is so difficult. A pattern has been set, 





a trend established and the pattern must be 
broken and the trend reversed. 


Instead of physical softness we need hardness. 


Instead of political ignorance we need a 
genuine patriotism for which men will die. 


Instead of spiritual and moral decay we need 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


Can such a change take place? Yes, but only 
by the grace of God coupled with the determina- 
tion of men and women who see the situation 
for what it is, the future for its inevitable 
debacle, and the Christ who can make all things 
new. 

—L.N.B. 





Members of His Body 


Christianity is a relationship. To be a Chris- 
tian means to be related to Jesus Christ; to be 
vitally connected with Him; yea, to be a mem- 
ber of His Body—with His Divine life, the 
very Life of God, surging through us. This is 
the miracle of Christianity; this is the mystery 
of the New Birth; this is the manner of the 
Christian life; this is Christianity in its practical, 
positive, powerful outworking. It is nothing 
short of the Christ who died for us and rose 
again from the dead, living His life in us and 
through us—communicating by the Holy Spirit 
His very nature to us. “You He made alive 
who were dead through trespasses and sins,” 
Paul writes to his converts (Ephesians 1:1 RSV). 
We are spiritually alive only by virtue of our 
relationship with Him who conquered death. 
Hence, we can say with the apostle: “For me 
to live is Christ.” (Philippians 1:21). To the 
Corinthian believers, Paul declares: “Now you 
are the body of Christ and individual members 
of it.” (I Corinthians 12:27). 


Has this great truth dawned upon our own 
hearts as those who have received Christ? Are 
we aware that we are members of the Body of 
which He is the Head? More crucial still, do 
we daily ask ourselves the question: “Am I, 
as a member of Christ’s Body, allowing Him, 
the Head, to direct my actions, my thoughts, my 
words, my business ethics, my professional prac- 
tices, my social habits, my recreation, my every 
movement, my very life?” 


Here is the nub of Christian living. Here 
is Christian totalitarianism—Jesus Christ, the 
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Lord of all life, controlling, directing, motivat- 
ing, energizing our lives. None claims such 
mastery over our lives as Jesus Christ. But, who 
can protest His claims? We belong to Him by 
creation and by redemption. He made us; He 
bought us. We are doubly His. Nor should we 
hesitate to acknowledge His rightful sovereignty 
over our lives. For who knows better what is 
best for us than He who created us, “loved us 
and freed us from our sins by His Blood?” 
(Rev. 1:5). 


Those who are most completely His captives 
are most truly free — free from the bondage of 
sin, the burden of guilt, the tyranny of fear. 
Those who are most wholly surrendered are the 
most satisfied. They know the meaning of His 
words: “I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly.” 
(John 10:10b). 


I have never met a person who was allowing 
the Lord Jesus to hold full sway in his life, 
who had any regrets about the relationship. 
Indeed, as members of His Body we must accord 
Him, who is our Head, complete control or 
else we shall be crippled members, malfunction- 
ing members, who fail to operate effectively for 
His glory. As a result, there is loss to us and 
to Him. 


May our daily prayer be: O Lord Jesus, my 
Saviour and my King, live Thy glorious, full, 
satisfying Life through Me. 

—G.S. 





The Christian Gospel: Its Gifts 


“Grace to you and peace” (Gal. 1:3) 
By J. G. S. S. Thompson, Ph.D. 


Our main concern in this last study is to 
meditate upon these two of the many gifts that 
the gospel mediates to the believer. Our first 
main point is in the nature of a preliminary 
observation, which is nonetheless important be- 
cause it is a preliminary. 


(1) We should notice the order in which the 
two gifts stand in Gal. i. 3, “Grace to you and 
peace.” Grace is primary. All other gifts are 
subsidiary. In the Pauline epistles this and 
similar forms of greetings occur no less than 
thirteen times, but it is intriguing to notice 
that in every instance peace is placed second, 
when he prays that grace and peace may be the 
portion of his converts. Such consistency must 
be significant. Of the thirteen times Paul uses 
this form of greeting grace and peace are con- 
joined ten times. Of the remaining three occa- 
sions peace is conjoined with grace and mercy. 
But the order is always grace and peace, or 
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grace, mercy and peace. This is surely another 





way of saying that the peace here referred to 
is the peace of God. But this peace of God 
is the portion only of those who are at peace 
with God, the God of peace. And they are at 
peace with God, but on God’s terms. And the 
terms of the God of peace are grace, or grace and 
mercy. This Christian gospel of which we have 
been thinking is “the gospel of peace” (Eph. 
vi.15); but it is so because it is the gospel of 
the God of peace who has made peace through 
the blood of Christ’s cross. And now let us con- 
sider each of these two gifts which are mediated 
to us in the gospel. 


(2) Grace. What a matchless word is this 
word grace. How shall we define it? In order 
to answer this question let us consider its nature, 
and its effect. 


(a) What is the grace of God? 


(i) Passively it is the self-renouncing love of 
God. It is that within the divine nature that 
enables God to surrender His own wealth and 
welcome our poverty. Actively it is that amazing 
act of self-sacrifice, or self-emptying, on God's 
part in Christ (Phil.ii.5ff). And so strong is 
this yearning on the part of the God of grace 
to show His love that the cross of Christ becomes 
its absolute expression. 


(ii) The grace of God, then, is not just compas- 
sion for the sinful, or sorrow for the weak, or 
pity for the fallen. Were the grace of God only 
that then we would be no further forward than 
the Old Testament psalmist who exclaimed: 
“I am poor and needy yet the Lord thinketh 
upon me” (x1.17). Such an assurance is great, 
but how infinitely greater is Paul’s insight into 
the grace of God when he cries out: “The Son 
of God loved me, and gave Himself up for me” 
(Gal. ii. 20). There is grace indeed! No won- 
der Paul was constantly writing of the “riches” 
of God’s grace; of the superabundance of grace 
that was constantly abounding unto many. It 
is true that sin abounds; but grace much more 
abounds. 


(b) And now what does this superabounding 
grace of God effect in human experience? 


(i) This grace of God is the grace that re- 
deems and forgives (Eph.i.7), and therefore 
justifies (Rom. iii. 24). This is the grace that 
breaks the power of sin in the believer's heart. 
“Sin,” exclaims Paul, “shall not have dominion 
over you.” And why? “Ye are not under the 
Law but under grace” (Rom. vi. 18). 


(ii) Grace is the dynamic of the Christian's 
life and witness. He is to grow in this grace 
(2 Pet. iii.18), not merely stand in it as the 
ground of his justification before God. That 
was why Paul urged his converts to “continue 
in the grace of God” (Ac. xiii. 43). This is 
necessary because it is grace that generates 
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strength in Christian experience (2 Tim. ii.l), 
and joy (Col. iii. 16), and power for service 
(I Cor. xv. 10), and patience and submission in 
time of sore trial (2 Cor. xii. 7-9). 

“The grace of the Lord like a fathomless sea; 

Sufficient for you, sufficient for me; 

+ * * * 

Sufficient for every need.” 

(3) Peace is the other gift of the gospel to 
which we shall refer. ‘The New Testament was 
preoccupied with peace and reconciliation be- 
cause it was realized that man, through sin, 
was living in a state of open and active rebellion 
against God. Since the gospel, then, is the an- 
nouncement that peace and reconciliation have 
been effected it is the gospel of peace, the word 
of reconciliation. And in this proclamation of 
peace three things are announced. 

(a) The gospel of peace proclaims the peace 
of God. That is to say, God effected it, God 
maintains it, God gives it. How? Through the 
blood of Christ’s cross, by which He became 
“our peace” (Eph. ii. 14). It is, therefore, the 
peace of God that is proclaimed in the gospel. 

(b) The gospel of peace proclaims peace with 

God. The rebel sinner may now be reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son. The 
middle wall of partition has gone through 
Christ’s cross and now access to God is a reality. 
It is this truth that is emphasized when the New 
Testament makes grace precede peace. Peace 
with God is now possible, but only on God’s 
terms: the grace and mercy of God as manifested 
in Christ the Prince of peace. 
(c) The gospel of peace proclaims peace from 
God. Those who are at peace with God through 
the blood of Christ begin to understand the 
significance of Christ’s own words: “My peace 
I give unto you let not your heart be 
troubled .”’ (Jn. xiv. 27). Now this peace 
from God manifests itself in two areas in the 
Christian’s experience. 

(i) This is peace for the pilgrim road, for the 
battlefield, and for the vineyard. This peace 
from God is peace in conflict, not in the cloister. 

(ii) This is peace for a Christian’s relations 
with his fellows. Being at peace with God he 
desires to be at peace with others, forgiven he 
now forgives, reconciled with God he becomes 
reconciled with his fellows. The cross reconciles 
us to God and to our enemies. Enmity should 
die at the foot of the cross. 

Small wonder, then, that this gospel we have 
been thinking about should be Paul's only boast, 
and the supreme concern of his life. May this 
unique gospel, whose genesis is the will of God, 
whose glory is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
goal is justification of the sinner by God and 
his deliverance from sin, and whose dual bene- 
diction is grace and peace, be our only boast, to 
the end that Paul’s claim will be ours: “I am 
proud of the gospel” (Rom. i. 16). 


JUNE 19, 1957 





LETTERS sls 


(Editor’s Note) — No article that we have 
carried in years has met with the response given 
to Dr. G. Aiken Taylor's, OUR PRESBY- 
TERIAN LITERATURE: GOOD OR BAD, 
which appeared in our issue of May 15th. 

We are printing below only a small part of 
the resulting correspondence. Most significant- 
ly, not one letter of disapproval has come to 
this olfice. 








—The Editor 


Dr. Aiken ‘Taylor’s article on our Presby- 
terian materials in the Journal this week is 
excellent. Presbytery protested our 
Vacation School materials last year and then 
this year we get materials that are just as bad 
as ever. Some of my teachers have refused to 
use the material this year. South Carolina. 


I would like reprints of the article “Our Pres- 
byterian Literature: Good or Bad?” by Dr. G. 
Aiken Taylor in the May 15th issue if available. 
Otherwise could I get about ten copies of that 
issue. If so, please send them to me and bill 
me for the cost. I think it was one of 
the best approaches to our literature problem 
and the same thing has long been a concern of 
mine. I pray for God’s blessings upon your 
publication and witness you are making through 
it. . . . Georgia. 


I hope you will continue to bring to the at- 
tention of the church the need for revision of 
our Sunday School literature, as brought out 
by Dr. Aiken Taylor in a recent issue. If there 
are to be reprints of this available I would like 
to have some and if not I would like to have 
a few extra copies of the Journal containing this 
article to place in the hands of members of our 
Christian Education Committee and certain 
other elders. Tennessee. 


I have just read the article by G. Aiken Taylor 
entitled “Our Presbyterian Literature: Good 
or Bad?” This article should be placed 
in the hands of each ruling elder in our de- 
nomination. Mississippr. 


Thanks for publishing the article by Aiken 
Taylor on church literature. That has been 
needed and I think will do some good. 
Tennessee. 








I have just read the article, “Our Presbyterian 
Literature: Good or Bad?” in the May 15th 
issue of the Journal. To it I say Amen and 
Amen. The Sunday School material contains 
nothing that is bad and much that is good 
but it impresses me as being rather aimless 
and lacking in emphasis on the distinctive es- 
sentials of the Christian Faith. To put it figura- 
tively, it seems to be stuffing the spiritual stom- 
achs of the children with candy and popcorn 
and leaving out the meat and vegetables and 
milk necessary for their spiritual growth. It 
is a case of the good crowding out the best. 

Kentucky. 


I read the splendid article in the last issue of 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal with regard 
to Southern Presbyterian Church literature, with 
a lot of satisfaction. I have been hoping for 
sometime that just such an article would be 
published. West Virginia. 


The Journal has just come and in looking 
through it hurriedly my eyes fell on “Our Pres- 
byterian Literature: Good or Bad?” I imme- 
diately stopped and read it through, this being 
a sore subject with me. For twenty-five years 
I protested the weakness in the Sunday School 
and then when the Day by Day came out with- 
out the “In Christ’s Name” our Sunday School 
protested. Tennessee. 


We are so glad some one had the courage 
to write and you to publish the article “Our 
Presbyterian Literature: Good or Bad?” 

Florida. 


1 am interested in having the members of 
my Session read an article appearing in your 
May 15th issue of the Journal regarding the lit- 
erature of our Church. Therefore, I would ap- 
preciate your sending me nine copies of this 
issue. . . . Vurginia. 


“You have put in writing that which many 
of us have said time and again and did it in 
such a way that the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion can hardly take offense. Or rather I hope 
the members will not. When I have written 
letters about literature which I thought was 
not ‘in line’, I always received a courteous an- 
swer but nothing or little was changed. So I 
do hope and pray that the members will take 
your article, sit down and prayerfully and frank- 
ly consider it. I do believe you have made a 
very definite contribution, and I congratulate 
you upon your ‘bravery.’ I do not mean to be 
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unkind to our Committee but you did ‘stick 
your neck out.’”’ South Carolina. 


The problem of the content of our Sunday 
School literature has been of much concern 
to me, and I am most pleased to see your article 
appearing in the May 15th issue of the Journal. 

Alabama. 


Your article on our literature was excellent; 
tolerant but positive and very well taken. | 
have written from time to time to our Rich- 
mond Committee. It seems to me that the 
writers (experts) are not aware of a full and 
avowed Christian experience. Virginia. 


I have been hoping for sometime that just 
such an article would be published. 
West Virginia. 


Thank you for article on our literature in 
the Journal of May 15th. I agree with you. | 
think you concede too much in your third para- 
graph (“both have been right” - “both have a 
point”). Mississippi. 


I wish to thank you for the article, “Our Pres- 
byterian Literature: Good or Bad,” which came 
out in the Journal. I find the literature very 
unsatisfactory, especially for Daily Vacation 
Bible School. I like to be loyal to our own 
Board and use their material. In one school at 
last year we discarded one of 
the courses. Our teacher, who was another min- 
ister from our Church, substituted a simple 
course — the Bible. . North Carolina. 





It has thrilled me to read G. Aiken Taylor's 
(Ph.D.) article on “Our Presbyterian Litera- 
ture: Good or Bad. Virginia. 


Montgomery, Alabama 
June 3, 1957 


Board of Christian Education 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
P. O. Box 1176 

Richmond 9, Virginia 


Dear Brethren: 


In all brotherly love and affection we address 
this communication to you relative to certain 
marked trends and definite emphases which for 
several years we have observed in our church 
literature and programs. We realize that yours 
is an important and not an easy task and this 
communication is written not just to be critical 
but to express our deep and sincere convictions and 
our firm protests and at the same time offer what 
we hope will be constructive suggestions. 


This is not a decision which has been quickly or 
superficially made but is a conclusion of our ex- 
perience, observation and prayerful study of this 
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matter for sometime. The Education Committee 
ef our Session has not been altogether pleased 
with some of our programs and literature. The 
head of our Primary Department for sometime 
has felt that there was too little of the Bible and 
the characters and stories of the Bible in the litera- 
ture for this Department, much of which resem- 
bles that which could be found in any kindergarten 
or pre-school group not connected with the church. 
Those working with our Pioneers have had to elim- 
inate or omit much that was in the literature and 
programs for this group. Those directing the work 
of our older young people have been unable to 
use some of the programs and literature. Our 
Sunday School officers and some of our teachers 
have not been satisfied or happy with the situation 
and have made complaints. Our women of the 
church have found themselves unable this year to 
use the suggested course of study because it is 
largely a series of social studies rather than Bible 
Studies. Recently a Committee of our Session with 
the Superintendent of our Sunday School and others 
has rather carefully reviewed and studied much of 
our literature and programs. 


We feel that over the years those who have pre- 
pared our literature and programs have done a 
splendid job and there is much in some of the 
literature now to commend it and with which we 
agree. We have always used our church literature 
and it is our desire to continue to do so and this 
desire prompts us to direct to you this communica- 
tion. 


We are not theologians but have been elected 
to serve as Ruling Elders by our people. We feel 
that our literature and programs are gradually 
getting away from the historic Presbyterian inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures and are not stressing 
sufficiently the basic beliefs of our Church. We 
would not say that those things to which we object 
strenuously are in direct conflict with our Presby- 
terian Standards but certainly the trends and em- 
phases have become very different from what they 
were in years past and are not Bible centered, 
Christ centered and Church centered as we would 
like to see them. 


We believe that for some years in our literature 
and programs we have been emphasizing the Social 
Gospel to the neglect of the Gospel of the Grace of 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We feel that 
our literature and programs are stressing entirely 
too much social theories and studies, partisan eco- 
nomic theories and highly controversial questions 
on which sincere and honest Christians differ great- 
ly. Race relations are being emphasized at a time 
when these relations are strained as never before 
in much of the area covered by our Church. We 
recognize the responsibility of Christians in all of 
these fields but we believe that our church in its 
programs and its literature — from the Primary 
Department on through — should be concerned 
more with the teaching of the Bible itself and 
the beliefs and doctrines of our Church. We need 
more emphasis at every level — from the Primary 
through the Adult Departments — on our indi- 
vidual need of a Saviour, on what it means to ac- 
cept Jesus Christ as one’s personal Saviour and to 
commit our lives to Him. As Christians we are 
citizens of Christ’s Spiritual Kingdom and citizens 
of our own country. We cannot neglect the duties 
and responsibilities of either. It is all right to be 
concerned with Christian attitudes and behavior 
in all walks of life but not to the neglect of the 
Church’s greatest responsibility; namely, that of 
developing strong consecrated individual Christians 
of those committed to its care. We all desire and 
should work for more Christian communities but 
there is only one way in our opinion in which any 
community can be made more Christian and that 
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is to develop more individual Christians in the com- 
munity. We all desire and should work for better 
government but we know of no way to have better 
government unless we elect better men, Christian 
men, to office and we as nominal Christians vote 
for such men and not for those who promise us 
most. 


The problems of government, economics, race, 
servitude, class and social conditions all existed 
when our Lord was upon the earth and some of 
these to a greater degree than today, yet He did 
not devote His primary efforts to these problems 
and their solution but He laid down the principles 
for the citizens of His Spiritual Kingdom and 
offered up His life as a Saviour from sin and 
commissioned His followers to preach this Gospel 
throughout the World. 


The recently publicized program materials for 
the Youth Fellowship Rally of Wilmington Pres- 
bytery held on March 17th last is to our minds 
an example of exactly what can be expected as a 
result of the trends and emphases contained in 
our Young people’s programs and literature in 
recent years and we object strenuously to such a 
program. 


We all believe sincerely in the great basic truths 
of Christianity and in the interpretations set forth 
in the Standards of our Church. Why not return 
to these basic beliefs and teachings and deal less 
in the so-called fringe benefits? Cannot we have 
more of the substance of our religion in our litera- 
ture and programs and less of sociology? 


In the field of race relations and the advocacy 
of complete integration in churches, schools and 
social life there are strong and sincere differences 
of opinion on the part of equally sincere and 
devout Christians. We recognize the right of some 
of our brethren to differ from us in these matters 
and we ask that we be accorded the same Christian 
courtesy in our views. We see no reason why this 
question of race relations should continually be 
injected into our literature and programs and 
presented in such a manner as to give only one 
side of the question and to leave the impression 
that to believe and think otherwise is un-Christian. 
We believe our own people have been through 
the years and are still able to determine their 
Christian duty in these matters and to follow what 
they believe to be Christian attitudes and action. 
It is our belief that the unity and usefulness of 
our Church is being imperiled. by our Church 
Courts, Agencies, and Boards seeking to bring 
about a program of integration on all levels of 
our social and religious life. In these matters we 
recognize only “One Law-giver in Zion” notwith- 
standing the deliverances of our last two General 
Assemblies. 


While we object to these trends and emphases 
in our own literature and programs we also object 
to the source and reference material given in 
some of our programs and literature. Has our 
great denomination become so impoverished that 
we must use as source and reference materials 
the pamphlets of the United Nations which are 
frequently void of Christ and His teachings or 
the pamphlets of the National Council of Churches 
which are frequently socialistic and political and 
at times the writings of others who are not of 
basic Christian Faith? We believe we speak in 
these matters the sentiments of thousands of mem- 
bers of our denomination throughout our Assembly. 
We know we speak the sentiments of the people 
of our own Church. We are humbly grateful 
to our Heavenly Father for His blessings on our 
particular Church. To Him we give the glory that 
we are the largest Presbyterian Church in our 
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State; that we can look over our Presbytery and 
count four churches we have established and four 
others in the establishment of which we played 
the major part; that we can count seven strong 
and active ministers who have gone out from our 
church and that we have a fine student in the 
Seminary at the present time. We are not living 
in the past — we are only sixty-five years old 
as a church and we have even greater plans and 
hopes for service in the future — we believe these 
plans and hopes can be realized only by placing 
greater emphasis on the Bible, on our Confession 
of Faith and on the great commission of the Church 
to preach the Gospel and bring individuals to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. We earnestly 
request that your Board and others in charge of 
our programs and literature give prayerful con- 
sideration to these expressions. We would like to 
continue to use our Church literature and programs 
but unless there is a change in the present trends 
and emphases we shall, of necessity, have to look 
to other sources and ultimately reconsider the 
direction of our financial support. This communi- 
cation has the unanimous approval of the twenty- 
three elders of our Church. May God direct us all 
in our consideration of these matters and lead us 


to the point where we can work together in Chris- 
tian love and fellowship. 


~~ —— ww 
eee cates ele Be ee ee °° 


Yours faithfully, 


THE ELDERS OF 
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 


—Reprinted from The Messenger June 7, 1957 


¢ 

The thing that makes me so mad is the fact 
that much of the opposition is to the so-called 
co-operative materials. Richmond hands us a 
textbook prepared by the Disciples of the Con- 
gregational Church. If we use it, we are good 
Presbyterians; however, if we choose one of our 
own, we are rebellious outlaws. In other words, 
the content of the material does not matter, but 
the pontifical blessing of a Richmond Com- 
mittee. South Carolina. 





Statement Adopted by the 
Session of The First Presbyterian Church 
of Jackson, Mississippi 


Respecting Report of The Council on Christian Relations to the 
Ninety-Seventh General Assembly 


The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Jackson, Mississippi, pursuant to the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee on Christian Relations of 
the Ninety-Seventh General Assembly, has studied 
the Report prepared by the Council on Christian 
Relations, which Report was adopted by said Gen- 
eral Assembly, and the Session does hereby take 
the following action with reference to said Report: 


1. The Session does not feel that the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States should take 
any action with reference to current social, polit- 
ical and economic problems, but that the Church 
should confine itself to its mission, as stated in a 
brief statement of beliefs drawn from the standards 
of the Church, as same appears in the bound vol- 
ume of the Confession of Faith under Section XII, 
entitled ‘““The Church,” which mission is set forth 
therein as follows: 


“c 


. . + The church exists to bring to Christ 
those whom the Father has given Him and to 
establish the Redeemer’s kingdom. The mission 
of the church is spiritual, and its work is to 
witness to the truth of God to the ends of the 
earth and to preach the gospel to all men in 
every generation. We believe in the separation 
of church and state ...” 


This is more specifically set forth in the Con- 
fession of Faith itself in Ch. XXXIII, Sec. IV, as 
follows: 
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“Synods and Councils are to handle and 
conclude nothing, but that which is ecclesiasti- 
cal, and are not to intermeddle with civil af- 
fairs which concern the commonwealth, unless 
by way of humble petition in cases extraor- 
dinary; or by way of advice for satisfaction 
of conscience, if they are thereunto requested 
by the civil magistrate.” 


The Session feels, therefore, that the Report 
of Council on Christian Relations covers subjects 
completely outside of the mission of the Church 
and that the time and cost incident to the prep- 
aration of the Report has not only been wasted, 
but, in addition, the Report has unnecessarily 
caused resentment among the individual members 
of the Church so as to adversely affect the real 
and only mission of the Church as above set forth. 
In lending its official approval to this Report, the 
assembly has virtually denied the right of private 
judgment to its constituents, and thus under the 
pretext of defending and promoting freedom, with 
ironic inconsistency, is undertaking to bind the 
consciences of the members of the church with 
these man-made opinions and judgments. 


2. Since the Report has been prepared, how- 
ever, and adopted by the Ninety-Seventh General 
Assembly, thus giving the impression that it rep- 
resents the thinking of the members of the Church, 
and in line with the recommendation by the Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations that said Report 
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be studied, this Session feels that it is impracticable 
to comment in detail on every aspect of the Report, 
put that the following observations should be made 
and brought to the attention of the members of 
this congregation. 


(a) The attempt in the Report to answer 
the admitted proposition that Jesus Himself 
made no social pronouncements is evasive and 
does not answer the proposition. The fact 
remains that the very Son of God did not dur- 
ing his earthly ministry make any attempt to 
change the form of government, to abolish the 
social customs and patterns of the day, or take 
any action outside the realm of the spiritual, 
though the Pharisees tempted him and tried 
to get him to do so. 


(b) This Session feels that it is unfortunate 
and ill-advised that the Council on Christian 
Relations or the General Assembly attempt to 
pass judgment on the people in the Koinonia 
community near Americus, Georgia, and on 
the Protestants in Americus, Georgia. Es- 
pecially is this true since the statements made 
in the Report are not apparently based on any 
first-hand investigation of the situation, but 
simply on hearsay evidence and since the state- 
ments in the Report are not in conformity 
with the Report of the Grand Jury of Sumter 
County, Georgia, which Grand Jury Report 
was released on April 5, 1957, and was avail- 
able to the Council on Christian Relations, 
had it sought the facts. 


(c) It is not within the province of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States to 
determine the basis on which the public schools 
should be operated. Additionally, in discussing 
the so-called “freedom to learn,” it is to be 
noted that it is assumed that the separation 
of the races is “racial discrimination”; this is 
not a valid assumption. 


(d) The Report has entirely misconceived 
the meaning of the term “freedom of speech.” 
This term, as defined and discussed by numer- 
ous Federal and State court cases, secures to 
individuals “the right to express and dissemi- 
nate their views without governmental inter- 
ference” (People v. Passafume, 22 N.Y.S. 2d 
785). The term does not mean, as indicated 
in the Report in question, that an individual 
shall be free from the consequences (includ- 
ing antagonistic attitudes toward him by his 
fellow citizens) of expressing his opinion. The 
Report appears to condemn the defeat of a 
Congressman who is out of step with the peo- 
ple he is supposed to represent, and the in- 
vestigation of a school teacher as a result of 
pro-Communist teachings by that teacher. 
While lip service is paid in one sentence to a 
condemnation of Communism, many times more 
space is devoted to condemning those who 
are suspicious and distrustful of Communism. 
The Report appears to be oblivious to the fact 
that Communism is an enemy of freedom; 
it seems to ignore the ruthless methods em- 
ployed by the Communists of turning people 
against the existing form of government and 
of pitting class against class and race against 
race. The Report encourages us to relax our 
guard against Communism and to cease trying 
to uncover it or its sympathizers in our schools 
and churches. 


(e) The use of “severe literary tests” as 
requirements for voting is condemned in the 
Report. This Session wonders if the Council 
on Christian Relations favors the use of any 
type of literacy test as a requirement for 
voting, and if so, whether it would have the 





Church determine how strict such tests should 
be. This Session believes in the right of all 
qualified individuals to vote, regardless of race, 
but it does not approve of the Church attempt- 
ing to make a determination which is and 
should be within the province of the State. 


(f) The Report misconceives the meaning 
of the term “freedom of assembly.” This term 
has always meant freedom of the people 
“peaceably to assemble” as set forth in the 
First Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. This right remains inviolate 
throughout the Southern States. Police pro- 
tection is furnished for meetings advocating 
immediate and forceful integration of the 
races, though same is against the overwhelm- 
ing sentiment of the people and contrary to 
State laws. The term “freedom of assembly” 
does not mean, as apparently it is understood 
to mean in the Report, that any individuals 
or groups should be free from public antag- 
onism toward the group in question. We 
doubt that even the Council on Christian Re- 
lations would advocate that the Government 
regulate the thoughts and sentiments of indi- 
vidual citizens. The inference appears in the 
Report that “citizens” groups who “desire to 
maintain the status quo in social patterns” 
should not have the right to assemble and 
express their views, but only those whose 
views coincide with the views of the Council 
on Christian Relations should be accorded that 
privilege. This, of course, would be tyranny 
in its worst form. This Session believes that 
both such “citizens” groups and others dis- 
agreeing with them should have the right 
peaceably to assemble, and we believe that 
this right has been accorded to all groups 
throughout the Southland. 


(gz) Perhaps the most far-fetched so-called 
“freedom” discussed in the Report is the 
“freedom of fellowship.” It is elementary 
that in this country people have the right to 
choose their own friends and associates. The 
word “fellowship” as defined by Webster in- 
volves “community of interest”; it does not 
mean an unnatural association of people. 


(h) The Report unequivocally considers 
“freedom from want” as being “essential to 
proper growth.” It deplores the fact that some 
people in this country “find life hard” and 
“know the ‘ strain of providing for 
themselves and their loved ones.’”’ Yet, numer- 
ous examples of people who have become great 
because of hardships could be cited. It is to 
be noted that nothing is said or intimated in 
the Report about the necessity or desirability 
of people working diligently in order to avoid 
want. We are exhorted to share with the 
rest of the world on the basis of their need, 
without any mention of our doing so within 
the bounds of our own ability, so as not to 
impair the financial stability of this country, 
which is already in debt over 270 billion 
dollars. We question the right of our Church 
or of the National Council of Churches to 
determine what housing in this country is 
“sub-standard,” and how much rural housing 
“fails to measure up to satisfactory living 
standards.”’” We challenge the sweeping state- 
ment that people are being denied medical 
care because of race, and we would commend 
the medical profession as a whole who treat 
and minister to people of the colored race 
who have limited finances and many of whom 
have brought on their particular physical dis- 
eases by lax and loose moral habits and prac- 
tices. 
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(i) It is to be noted that the Report lumps 
together in the same category “citizens’”’ 
groups and “klans”. This Session would point 
out that there are numerous citizens’ councils 
and groups throughout the South which are 
composed of Christian citizens of the highest 
type, and that these groups not only do not 
resort to or condone violence, but, on the 
other hand, are actually deterrents to the use 
of violence. 


8. The Session is advised that the Report of 
the Council on Christian Relations was not, as 
it should have been, included in the Blue Book 
which was sent out to all of the Commissioners 
of the General Assembly several weeks in advance 
of the Assembly. The Session deplores this prac- 
tice, since it prevented any advance study of the 
Report. For all but a very few of the Commis- 
sioners, the first exposure that they had to this 
Report was at the time it was presented to the 
Assembly for approval. 


4. Our Presbyterian forebears participated in 
the Reformation and then came to this country, 
primarily seeking freedom from a church hierarchy 
and from governments that would not allow them 
the individual freedom for which they yearned. 
Notwithstanding this background, the Repart fails 
to mention freedom from a church hierarchy which 
seeks to instruct the people as to what they should 
believe and do with reference to various social, 
economic and political problems. There are other 
churches which are available to people who desire 
to be told exactly what they should believe and 
do in connection with these problems, but the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States is not 
such a church. We desire no pseudo-pontifical 
pronouncements from any church board or coun- 
cil. Likewise, the Report fails to mention freedom 
from excessive governmental regulation of the 
lives of its citizens as being a desirable ‘‘freedom,”’ 
and seems to be oblivious to the lessons of history 
that the main threat to all basic freedoms is ex- 
cessive governmental interference and control. 


5. This Session sincerely believes that the mis- 
sion of the Church, as stated above, has not 
changed, and that it will remain unchanged, and 
that the only correct solution, within the bounds 
of real Christian freedom, to the various complex 
social, economic and political problems is to be 
found not by church boards, councils or courts, 
nor by a government which attempts to regulate 
the details of the lives of its citizens, but only 
by the work of individual Christians, who know 
the truth and freedom which is found only in 
Christ Jesus as Lord and Saviour, and who will 
share Him with others in their social and business 
experiences by their daily lives and witnessing. 
This Session encourages participation by its mem- 
bers in politics and governmental service. In con- 
formity with the Confession of Faith, this Session 
believes, however, that an organized church should 
exist only for the purpose of stimulating and 
strengthening its members and for coordinating 
and implementing their activities in bringing others 
to know Him and serve Him. This Session believes 
that Christian citizens, as individuals, should and 
will continually seek to correct injustices and de- 
fects in our social, political and economic order, 
and that only in that way will solutions be found, 
within the bounds of real Christian freedom, which 
will be equitable and lasting. 


6. This Session also has before it, in addition 
to the Report above discussed, a pamphlet dis- 
tributed last year by the Council on Christian 
Relations of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, entitled “Questions for Christians in 1956”. 
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This pamphlet deals with current social, economic 
and political questions, and indicates answers to 
said questions and makes statements with which 
we disagree. For example 


(a) This pamphlet asks the question, ‘““How 
can we extend our basic freedoms to all our 
people?’”’, thus clearly indicating that some 

of the people in this country are being denied 
their basic freedoms. 


(b) This pamphlet indicates disapproval 
with investigation of subversives. 


(c) This pamphlet asks the question, 
“Should public control of basic resources be 
expanded to assure their conservation and use 
in the public interest, or should government 
pass this responsibility to private enterprise 
through ‘partnership’ arrangements?’’, thus 
indicating that the Government should con- 
trol all basic resources. 


(d) With respect to military protection, 
the pamphlet frowns on the effort of the 
United States to maintain military superiority, 
and asks the question, “‘Has the priority given 
military programs resulted in harmful reduc- 
tions in civilian services, such as housing, 
health and education?”’ 


(e) This pamphlet urges the individual 
members of the Church to have our pastors 
discuss these social, economic and political 
subjects in their sermons. 


(f) The pamphlet states that our Church 
will make available upon request the voting 
records of the members of the Eighty-Fourth 
Congress. 


This Session feels that the pamphlet has gone 
completely outside of the mission of the Church 
and that neither that pamphlet nor any other 
literature should be distributed by our Church 
which attempts to pass on current social, economic 
and political questions. Sincere Christians can 
have individual differences as to the answers to 
these questions, and the Church should not pre- 
sume to speak for them on these matters. 


7. Therefore, exercising that freedom which 
we believe to be God-given and truly Christian, we 
reaffirm the right of private judgment in all 
secular matters; we respectfully but firmly chal- 
lenge the authority of the General Assembly to 
handle, or make deliverances concerning social, 
political and economic questions; and we call upon 
all likeminded lovers of freedom and of truth in 
the church to join us in opposing and resisting 
by all reasonable and proper means the attempt 
to use the courts of the church as agencies for 
partisan propaganda, and thus to divert the church 
from its spiritual mission. Furthermore, in order 
to implement our convictions that the Council on 
Christian Relations, as presently organized and 
operating, is an unnecessary and disturbing agency 
of the church, we direct the Treasurer of this 
church to withhold that portion of the Assembly 
benevolences allotted to the Board of Church Ex- 
tension (which Board provides the financial sup- 
port of the Council on Christian Relations) until 
such time as the Assembly may see fit to abolish 
the Council on Christian Relations, and that in 
the meantime such funds be sent to the Treasurer 
of Church Extension in the Presbytery. Antici- 
pating that some who disagree with our views on 
this subject may claim that our local Church alone 
has this attitude, we would welcome a submission 
to the Presbyteries of the question of whether or 
not the Council on Christian Relations should be 
continued. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 30 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Joseph, Man Of Mercy 


Background Scripture: Genesis 41:53 - 50:26 


Devotional Reading: I Cor. 13 





We are coming to the close of the beautiful story of Joseph. The best part about this story is 


its happy ending. I like stories that end this way. This cannot always be the case in true stories 
like this one of Joseph. I know that a tragic and sorrowful ending is often thought to be the mark 
of a great piece of fiction. People lay the book down with tears in their eyes and an ache in their 
hearts. I like fiction, also, to have a happy ending. No story could have a happier ending than 


the story of Joseph; there is joy in all hearts. 

Our Devotional Reading is very appropriate, 
for it was LOVE that was back of the mercy 
and forgiveness of Joseph. The Background 
Scripture covers so much that it will be possible 
only to touch the main points. 


I. The First Journey to Egypt: 41:53 - 42:38. 


The seven good years passed and the seven 
years of famine began. This famine was over 
all the face of the earth and Joseph opened up 
the storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians 
and then to all countries. 


When Jacob heard that there was corn in 
Egypt he determined to send his sons down 
there, but refused to let Benjamin, the second 
son of Rachel, go. The older sons make 
the journey and bow themselves before him. 
He knew them, but they did not recognize him, 
which was only natural. He remembered the 
dreams he had concerning their bowing before 
him. We can easily imagine his feelings as 
he looked upon them and thought of their cruel 
treatment. Here was the chance for revenge, 
for he had them in his power. A man of less 
noble character than Joseph would have swiftly 
taken that revenge. He decides to put them 
to a test, speaks roughly to them, and accuses 
them of being spies. When they protest that 
they are the sons of one man and have a 
younger brother, he tells them to send one of 
their number back to fetch that brother to 
prove that they are telling the truth. He keeps 
them shut up for three days and then tells 
them that he will keep one of their number 
as hostage while the others go back with corn, 
and commands them to bring their younger 
brother the next time, in order that their words 
may be verified. Their guilty consciences begin 
to hurt them as they said one to another, We 
are verily guilty concerning our brother in that 
we saw the anguish of his soul, when he be- 





JUNE 19, 1957 








sought us, and we would not hear; therefore 
is this distress come upon us. Reuben is 
especially moved, and said, Spake I not unto 
you saying, Do not sin against the child; and 
ye would not hear? therefore, behold, his blood 
is required. They did not know that Joseph 
understood them. When he heard their words 
his heart was touched and he turned and wept. 
He had Simeon bound before their eyes and 
let them depart. He commanded, however, that 
their money be put back in their sacks, and 
that provisions be given them for their journey. 
They report to their father. He absolutely re- 
fuses to let Benjamin go back with them, so 
they delay as long as possible. 


II. The Second Trip: Chapters 43 and 44. 


The famine was sore in the land and Jacob 
finally told his sons, Go again buy us a little 
food. Judah reminds his father that the man 
had said very plainly that they would not see 
his face unless their younger brother was with 
them. Israel upbraids them for having told the 
man that they had a younger brother. Judah 
takes an oath and makes a solemn promise that 
he will be surety for the lad, and Israel yields, 
saying, Take also your brother, and arise, and 
go again unto the man. And God Almighty 
give you mercy before the man, that he may 
send away your other brother and Benjamin. If 
I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 


The men took a present of the best fruits 
of the land, and double money, and went their 

way. When Joseph sees his younger brother 
he orders she ruler of his house to make ready 
for the men would eat with him at noon. The 
brothers are frightened when they are brought 
to his house, and explain about the money 
being in their sacks. The steward said, Peace 
be to you, fear not : your God and the God of 
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your father hath given you treasure in your 
sacks. I had your money; and he brought 
Simeon out to them. Again they bow them- 
selves to the earth when Joseph comes home. 
He enquires about their welfare and about the 
welfare of their father. It was all Joseph could 
do to restrain himself when he saw Benjamin, 
and he went to his chamber to weep. He ordered 
bread to be set on, but did not eat with them, 
as it was an abomination to Egyptians. He 
placed them according to their ages. He gives 
to Benjamin five times as much as to the others. 
They ate and were merry. 


Joseph is not quite through testing these 
brothers. He has one more move to make. He 
commanded his steward to fill their sacks and 
place their money in the sacks, and to put 
his silver cup in the sack of the youngest. This 
was done, and the steward overtook them and 
charged them with stealing the cup. They de- 
nied the charge and said that the man with 
whom it was found should die, and that all 
of them would be their lord’s bondmen. The 
steward would not agree to this, but said that 
the man with whom it was found should go 
back, and the rest be blameless. The search 
was made and to their astonishment and dis- 
may the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 
They refused to leave their brother, and then 
Judah makes his earnest and eloquent plea, 
offering to stay while Benjamin goes back with 
the others. We see a new Judah here. Listen 
to the closing words of his speech: “Now there- 
fore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead 
of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let 
the lad go up with his brothers. For how shall 
I go up to my father, and the lad be not with 
me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall 
come on my father.” Judah is a different man 
from the cruel “rough-neck” who suggested the 
sale of the lad Joseph to the Ishmaelites, and 
I feel that a remarkable change had taken place 
in all the brothers. Joseph’s plan for testing 
them had been a good one. 


III. Joseph makes himself known and sends for 
Israel: Chapter 45. 


As Joseph listened to these touching words 
he could restrain himself no longer, and cried, 
Cause every man to go out from me. He wanted 
to be alone with them while he makes himself 
known. So loud was the weeping, however, that 
the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 
He tells them not to be angry or grieved with 
themselves : God sent me before you 
to save your lives by a great deliverance. 


He tells them that there will be. five more 
years of famine and sends them back to bring 
his father and all that he had to stay in the land 
of Goshen. He gave them wagons and provisions 
and a big present for his father, and said to 
them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 
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When they tell their father he is so astonished 
that he could hardly believe them, but, “when 
he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob revived, And 
Israel said, It is enough : Joseph my son is 
yet alive : I will go and see him before I die.” 
(Notice that both names, Jacob and Israel, are 
used. Part of the time the old name is appro- 
priate, and then, the new name, Israel). “See- 
ing is believing,” and the sight of the wagons 
convinced the father better than words. This 
strange tale was the truth and not a fairy tale. 


IV. Israel in Egypt: Chapter 46-50. 


Chapter forty-six tells of Israel’s arrival in 
Egypt, and his settlement in the land of Goshen. 
When he came to Beersheba he offered sacri- 
fices unto the God of his father, Isaac, and 
God spoke to him in visions of the night and 
told him that he was not to fear to go down 
to Egypt and there God would make of him 
a great nation. As is customary, a list of the 
names of the members of his family is given, 
with Joseph’s children included. They were 
directed to the land of Goshen and were in- 
structed as to what they should say to Pharaoh. 
Shepherds were an abomination to the Egyp- 
tians and Joseph had to be careful. This segre- 
gation of Israel served a good purpose all 
around. God wanted to keep his people sep- 
arate from other nations. 


In chapter forty-seven we have the meeting 
between Pharaoh, some of his brethren, and his 
father, Jacob. When asked as to his age, Jacob 
replied, Few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been, and Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh. 


The famine continued and Joseph “bought 
all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh.” It became 
a law that Pharaoh should have a fifth part 
of crops except the land of the priests. We 
can see how this policy increased the power 
of Pharaoh and also of the priests, who al- 
ready seemed powerful. We can see, too, that 
such heavy taxes would be a burden on the 
people of Egypt. Jacob lived in the land for 
seventeen years and made Joseph swear that 
he would not bury him in the land of Egypt 
but take him to the land of Canaan to lie with 
his fathers. 


Chapter forty-eight records the visit of Joseph 
to Israel and the blessing of Joseph’s children. 
Chapter forty-nine gives his blessing upon the 
other sons. In chapter fifty we have the record 
of the embalming of Israel’s body and the bury- 
ing in the land of Canaan. The brothers come 
again and ask forgiveness, and we see a beauti- 
ful illustration of “Joseph, Man of Mercy.” 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Reading 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 

Sunday, June 30, Matthew 5:13-16. Who does 
Jesus say is the salt of the earth (vv.13,1-,2)? 
“As salt preserves things from corruption and 
decay, so it is the office of Christians to pre- 
serve the mass of mankind from utter moral 
corruption and ruin.” What are the character- 
istics, i.e., the saltness, of the Christian that 
enables him to perform his function (vv.3-10) ? 
God has called us to be His own for a purpose 
(v.13a), and if we are not fulfilling His pur- 
pose, we are of no use to Him (v.13b). How 
do vv.14-16 emphasize these same ideas? We 
are not to live our Christian lives unnoticed 
(v.l6a), but neither are we to live them that 
men may notice us (v.16b). Do you feel, in 
the light of- the above study, that God’s pur- 
poses for your life are being fulfilled? 

Monday, July 1, Exodus 15:1-2. What was 
the deliverance for which the people of Israel 
sang thanks to the Lord (15:1-2; 14:26-30)? 
What was the predicament they had found 
themselves in (14:3,5-9)? From any human 
viewpoint, it was a helpless situation (14:10- 
12). Notice the factors that kept events from 
moving to the expected conclusion. There was 
one man who did not view the situation from 
a human viewpoint (14:13). He believed what 
God had promised (14:1-4,13-14) and did what 
God commanded (14:16,21; 14:26,27). God did 
all else that was necessary to deliver His people 
(14:19-21, 21-25, 26-29, 30). How wonderful 
it is for us, as Christians, daily to experience 
the mighty deliverance of the Lord from sin 
and temptation, not for just our own benefit, 
but for the welfare of oenere (14:31) and the 
glory of God (14:4,18; 15:1-2). 

Tuesday, July 2, Sadie 2:4-8. The king of 
Egypt was determined that the children of 
Israel would not multiply (1:10), but it was 
God's plan that while they were in Egypt they 
would multiply greatly and become a great 
nation (Genesis 46:3-6). What was the first 
step the king of Egypt took to accomplish his 
purpose (Ex. 1:8-11)? What was the result 
(1-12)? the second step (1:15-16)? the result 
(1:17-21) ? What was the third and most drastic 
step the king took (1:22)? How did God take 
even this and use it for his own advantage 
(2:1-10)? And it was Moses whom God used 
eventually to bring the mighty nation of Israel 
completely out from under Egypt’s control. Do 
you believe that God is able to order the events 
of your life, even in the face of circumstances 
that oppose spiritual achievement? 

Wednesday, July 3, Exodus 2:9-10. God had 
not forgotten His people during their 400 years 
of slavery in Egypt (vv.23-25). What was the 
basis upon which God remembers His people 
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(v.24)? God had already begun to prepare for 
the day when His people would cry to Him 
by preparing for them a leader, Moses. What 
do you see of the hand of providence in the 
preservation of the life of the baby Moses 
(vv.1-10)? How would the training Moses re- 
ceived as a member of the family of Pharaoh 
(vv.9-10) be of help in developing him to lead 
the people? In vv.11-15 Moses made an effort 
to help his people with disastrous results 
(vv.14-15). Forty years were to pass before 
God called him (3:1-6), but by them God 
had a leader he was able to use. God often 
moves slowly, but he is aware of our needs and 
the work He does in us is a work that is 
thorough. 

Thursday, July 4, Exodus 15:13-21. The Song 
of Moses was sung after God had delivered the 
Israelites from the Pharaoh by carrying them 
safely through the Red Sea (vv.4-12). Observe 
the awe that the news of God’s deliverance in- 
spired even in peoples of distant places (vv.14- 
15). How much more awe-inspiring it must 
have been for those who were actually involved 
in it. Notice the greatness of the praise to the 
Lord in vv.18,21. Observe one way this praise 
was expressed (v.20). Yet, only a few weeks 
later the Israelites were bitterly grumbling 
against God and their circumstances (16:1-3). 
Such is the fickleness of the spiritually imma- 
ture. What lessons concerning spiritual growth 
can you learn from these incidents? 

Friday, July 5, Exodus 3:1-12. “No man has 
seen God.” His holiness is unapproachable 
(vv.1-5). It is an awesome thing to draw near 
to His presence (v.6). Read 19:16-20 for the 
description of another time God drew near 
to Moses. But though God is so high above 
us, so holy and so glorious, He is acutely aware 
of the conditions of our lives (2:24,25; 3:7,9), 
and works on our behalf (v.8). He condescends 
to work through mortal men (vv.10-11), ac 
companying them and helping them as they do 
His will (v.12). How reverent we ought to 
be as we approach our God, yet bold in the 
confidence that He will work through us. 

Saturday, July 6, Esther 4:8-16. Esther was 
aware of her responsibility to be of service to 
her people (3:13, 4:8), yet, like so many of us, 
thought first of the cost involved for herself 
(vv.9-11). What were the influences that led 
her to take the right step (vv.12-14)? First 
there was the conviction that her personal 
welfare depended not upon the whims of men 
but upon her obedience to the will of God 
(vv.13-14). Then there was the realization that 
God had ordered the events of her life that 
she might do this particular thing for him 
(v.14b). Counting her life as nothing (v.16b) 
and relying upon God for help (vv.15-16), 
Esther acted decisively and saved a nation. T0 
what extent have false excuses and lack of 


decisive action hindered your Christian use 
fulness? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 30 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“What Is Right In My Work?” 


Scripture: Colossians $:12-4:1. 

Suggested Hymns: 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 
“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 


Program Leader: 

Most of us have been exposed to the idea 
that work by its very nature is distasteful. There 
are some people who look upon all work as a 
necessary evil. Their idea of a happy life is 
one in which there is no work for them. It is 
likely that we may have come in contact with 
this way of thinking and that it has influenced 
us. So often we say that we “have to work,” 
implying that we would certainly not do so if it 
were not required of us. Even though we may 
speak disparagingly about work, we must admit 
that the happiest people we know are those 
who have learned to enjoy their work. We also 
notice that some of the most miserable people 
we know are those who are idle. What is re- 
quired that we may find true joy in our work? 
What is right in our work, and what makes it 
right for us? Our speakers will suggest some 
answers for these questions. 

First Speaker: 

Before we can ever enjoy our work we must 
have the right attitude toward it. The person 
who thinks of work as something fundamentally 
distasteful will never find pleasure or satisfac- 
tion in it. We must all be persuaded of the 
truth that work is honorable. Many of us know 
that we shall have to work in order to make 

living, but work is even more necessary in 
order to make our lives well balanced. We be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ did manual labor during 
His life on the earth, and we know that He 
labored spiritually in order to earn our salva- 
tion. Doing the will of His heavenly Father 
involved work, and He was glad to do it. Christ 
is our example in His attitude toward work, as 
well as in everything else. Even as He came 
into the world to work, so we have work to do, 
and our lives are not complete until we learn 
to look on work as an opportunity and a privi- 
lege rather than an odious duty. 

Second Speaker: 

The only kind of work which will be satisfy- 
ing to us and right for us is that which is useful. 
A man may work very faithfully and enthusi- 
astically driving five pounds of nails into a 
board, but unless he is building something, he 
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receives very little satisfaction for all his expen- 
diture of effort. Some people even work very 
hard at employments which are actually un- 
wholesome. A man may work very hard at 
operating a gambling den, but he will not re- 
ceive any real satisfaction from his work be- 
cause it is not useful. If we will apply the 
test of usefulness to all our activities it will be 
of much help in enabling us to determine what 
is right and what is wrong. There is no place 
for a Christian in work that is useless or un- 
wholesome. When God calls us to some par- 
ticular kind of work, we can be sure that it will 
be something useful and worthwhile. There is 
no joy in any other kind. 

Third Speaker: 

The Shorter Catechism tells us that “Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever.” This aim is certainly to be fulfilled 
in our work. We only enjoy God and His bless- 
ings to us when we are engaged in the kind of 
work which glorifies Him. In our Scripture 
passage read at the beginning of the program we 
learned that all things are to be done unto 
the Lord. This means that whatever we do 
should be dedicated to the Lord. Any kind of 
work which cannot be conscientiously dedicated 
to Him and His glory is a wrong kind of work 
for you as a Christian. A question which we 
may use to measure all our activities is this: 
Does it honor God? 

Another test which a Christian’s work needs 
to pass is the test of prayer. We ought to be 
able to pray to the Lord about our work and 
to ask His blessings upon it. If you do not feel 
right about asking the Lord’s blessings on your 
work, then it may well be that there is some- 
thing wrong with the kind of work you are 
doing. We shall do well to submit not only 
our employment but all our activities to the 
test of prayer. 

Program Leader: 

Many of us are working at various summer 
jobs, but the main employment for most of us 
is school work. The census taker would list us 
as students. That is our occupation. This is 
a most useful work. It is altogether worthwhile 
in and of itself. It may become unworthy, if 
our attitude toward it is wrong. Let us pray 
to the Lord that we all may have the right 
attitude toward our studies, let us pray for His 
blessings upon us as students, and let us truly 
dedicate our schoolwork to Him and His glory. 
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NEWS 





_ CHURCHES 4/ 








Ad Interim Committee To Study 
Montreat Situation 


Rev. James P. F. Stevenson, D. D., First Pres- 
byterian Church, Clarksdale, Mississippi. 


Mr. Charles G. Rose, Jr., Ruling Elder, First 
Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, North Carolina. 


Mr. D. Brantley Burns, Fidelity Bank & Trust 
Co. Bldg., Knoxville, Tennessee (Ruling Elder First 
Church). 


Mr. Emile Dieth, 2836 State Street, New Orleans, 
La. 


Rev. Massey Mott Heltzel (Convener), 3601 
Seminary Avenue, Richmond 27, Virginia. 





Ad Interim Committee To Study Salary 
Scales of Assembly’s Boards 
and Agencies 


Mr. Halbert M. Jones (Convener), Laurinburg, 
North Carolina. 


Mr. Henry H. Bryant, 501 Broadway, San An- 
tonio, Texas (Ruling Elder in First Church). 


Mr. David T. Young, Jr., Reynolds Metals Co., 
3rd and Grace Streets, Richmond, Virginia. 


Mr. Paul E. Newey, 726 N. Parkwood Road, 
Decatur, Georgia. 


Mr. Edmond K. Lindsay, 217 Lawyers Building, 
Greenville, South Carolina. 





Committee on Certification of Directors 
of Christian Education 


Dr. Harry G. Goodykoontz (Convenor), 109 
East Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. 


Miss Sara Little, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 27, 
Virginia. 

Miss Eubank Taylor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Gastonia, North Carolina. 


Mr. George C. Leslie, 1541 Clark Road, Charles- 
ton, West Virginia. 


Mrs. J. K. Fancher, 3094 East Pine Valley Road, 
N. W., Atlanta, Georgia. 


Rev. Fred V. Poag, Th. D., 607 Woodrow, Co- 
lumbia 5, South Carolina. 


Mr. Selser R. Pickett, Jr., 7206 Annabelle Ave- 
nue, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 





Ad Interim Committee on Lord’s Day 


Mr. John J. Deifell, 1010 North Eugene Street, 


Greensboro, North Carolina. 


The Rev. Andrew R. Bird, Jr., D.D. (Convener), 
1015 Fifth Avenue, Huntington, West Virginia. 
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The Rev. James A. Overholser, Th.D., 243 Hob- 
son Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas. 


The Rev. J. Sherrard Rice, 230 W. Rusk Street, 
Tyler, Texas. 


Dr. James E. Hayes (M.D.), 88 Lombardy Road, 
Memphis, Tennessee. 


Mr. Graham M. Connell, Realty & Mortgage 
Co. Bldg., Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Rev. A. H. Hollingsworth, Jr., D.D., 3124 Aven- 
ham Avenue, 8.W., Roanoke 14, Virginia. 





Ad Interim Committee on Marriage, 
Divorce and Remarriage 


Prof. James E. Bear, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond, Virginia. 


The Rev. H. Louis Patrick, 5300 Delmar Blvd., 
St. Louis 12, Missouri. 


Rev. Wm. H. Kadel (Convener), First Presby- 
terian Church, Orlando, Florida. 


Mr. Robert F. Kennon (Ex-Governor of Louisi- 
ana), 1661 E. Lakeshore Drive, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 


General Joseph B. Fraser, U. S. Army (Retired), 
Hinesville, Georgia. 


Rev. J. Maleolm Murchison, D. D., 150 N. Union 
Street, Concord, North Carolina. 


Rev. Sam §S. Wiley, D. D., 200 Morrison Street, 
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee. 





Commencement Exercises 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


Commencement Exercises closing the one hun- 
dred twenty-ninth year in the service of Columbia 
Theological Seminary were held June 2-3, 1957. 
Both the Baccalaureate Sermon and the Annual 
Address to the Student Society of Missionary In- 
quiry were delivered on Sunday, June 2, in the 
Decatur Presbyterian Church. Dr. Ryan L. Wood, 
Pastor of Memorial Presbyterian Church, West 
Palm Beach, Florida, was the Baccalaureate preach- 
er on Sunday morning and chose as his subject 
“Confidence in God’s Call.” Dr. George A. Hud- 
son, Missionary of the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
for many years in China and now missionary in 
Formosa, spoke at the evening service on ‘‘Motives 
of Missionary Evangelism.” 


At the Graduation Exercises which were held 
in the Druid Hills Presbyterian Church of Atlanta 
on Monday morning, June 3, the address was de- 
livered by Dr. Henry Edward Russell, Pastor of 
the Trinity Presbyterian Church of Montgomery, 
Alabama. Four members of the Senior Class re- 
ceived diplomas for graduation in the English 
course, and fifty-three were awarded the Bachelor 
of Divinity Degree. The Degree of Master of 
Theology was conferred upon Mr. William Jay 
Donaldson of Knoxville, Tennessee, and Rev. James 
D. Newsome, Jr., of Columbus, Georgia. 
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Dr. S. A. Cartledge, Dean of Graduate Studies, 
awarded prizes and distinctions for the faculty, 
announcing that Bryan Fellowships for graduate 
study had been awarded to Mr. James O. Speed, 
Jr., of Birmingham, Alabama, and Mr. Robert 
Lewis Smith of Rockingham, N. C., while Alumni 
Fellowships for graduate study went to Mr. George 
H. Fitzgerald of Montgomery, Alabama, and Mr. 
Norman E. Harper of Jackson, Mississippi. All 
of these men received their degrees with the dis- 
tinction, Cum Laude. The Wilds Book Prize which 
is awarded annually to the student having the 
highest academic average for three years went to 
Mr. James O. Speed. The James R. Howerton 
Award for the best paper on Presbyterian History 
and Polity went this year to two men, Mr. Rob 
Roy McGregor, Jr., of Crossett, Arkansas, and 
Mr. Shin Ishimaru of Kobe, Japan. The winner 
of the Indiantown Church Award was Mr. Charles 
J. Hammett of Kingstree, S. C., and the Broadway 
Plan for the best paper on Church Finance went 
to Mr. Glen F. Hutchison of Oakland, California. 
An unusual feature of the Commencement Exer- 
cises was the award by President J. McDowell 
Richards of Citations of Merit to three laymen 
who had rendered outstanding and unselfish service 
to the seminary as members of its Investment 
Committee. Those receiving the Citations were Mr. 
H. Lane Young, Mr. William C. Wardlaw, Jr., 
and Mr. J. Allen Wilson, all of Atlanta, Georgia. 


The following is the list of those who received 
diplomas and degrees: 


Diplomas 

John Kearfoot Boyd, B. S., East Tennessee State 
College, Abingdon, Va. 

Andrew Hughes Bullard, Mississippi State Col- 
lege, Jackson, Miss. 

Grover Curtis Moore, Monroe, N. C. 

Thomas Jefferson Rogers, University of Georgia, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Bachelor of Divinity 

Robert Burdet Allman, A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Florence, S. C. 

James McKenzie Baird, Jr., B.S., Maryville Col- 
lege, Acworth, Ga. 

William Allen Bodiford, B.S., Atlanta Business 
College, Winder, Ga. 

John Gordon Bradford, A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Decatur, Ga. 

Francis Mustard Brown, A.B., King College, 
Appalachia, Va. 

James Coad, Jr., B.S.F., University of Georgia, 
Carnesville, Ga. 

Joseph Watts Conyers, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Gainesville, Fla. 

Donald Matthews Covington, A.B., University 
of South Carolina, Rock Hill, S. C. 

Barry Cravens Cox, A.B., Trinity College, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Paul William Crouch, A.B., Presbyterian College, 
LaGrange, Ga. 

Robert Smith Dendy, A.B., Furman University, 
Weaverville, N. C. 

Charles Archer Dodson, B.S., M.S., Clemson Col- 
lege, Greenville, S. C. 

Raymond Foster Edwards, A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Elberton, Ga. 

Thomas Edward Ellis, B.S., University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Hugh Reginald Esco, Jr., A.B., Huntingdon Col- 
lege, Montgomery, Ala. 

Manson Paine Estes, A.B., Bob Jones University, 
Charlottesville, Va. 

George Hanlin Fitzgerald, A.B., Huntingdon Col- 
lege, Montgomery, Ala. 

James William Flanagan, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Summerville, Ga. 
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Henry Thomas Foley, Jr., B.M.E., M.M.E., Flor- 
ida State University, St. Augustine, Fla. 
Charles Oliver Gahagan, A.B., Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Miami, Fla. 
Irwin Painter Gates, Jr., A.B., University of 
California, Torrance, Calif. 
George Albert Grissom, A.B., Davidson College, 
Gastonia, N. C. 
William Frederick Groff, Jr., B.S., University of 
Maryland, Colora, Md. 
Charles Jarred Hammett, B.S., Clemson College, 
Kingstree, S. C. 
Norman Edmond Harper, A.B., M.A., Mississippi 
College, Terry, Miss. 
Robert Hobart Hull, A.B., University of Florida, 
Oakland, Fla. 
Hallett Glenwood Hullinger, A.B.E., University 
of Florida, Bradenton, Fla. 
Estell Joseph Hulse, A.B., Sterling College, 
Hutchinson, Kansas. 
James Herbert Hurst, A.B.E., University of 
Mississippi, Memphis, Tenn. 
Glen Forest Hutchison, A.B., University of Cali- 
fornia, Oakland, Calif. 
Miss Agnes Irene Johnson, B.S., Winthrop Col- 
lege, Decatur, Ga. 
Dennis Ketchem, A.B., Presbyterian College, 
Dalton, Ga. 
John Courtenay Laughlin, A.B., Austin College, 
Savannah, Ga. 
Daniel Baker Lott, A.B., University of Alabama, 
Selma, Ala. 
Rob Roy McGregor, Jr., A.B., Erskine College, 
Crossett, Ark. 
Jack Edward Maxwell, A.B., Maryville College, 
Montreat, N. C. 
Harry Norval Miller, Jr., A.B., University of 
Miami, Crystal Springs, Miss. 
George Emmet Nickels, A.B., Davidson College, 
Bristol, Tenn. 
Marcus Brown Prince, III, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Charlotte, N. C. 
Fielding Dillard Russell, Jr., B.S., Davidson Col- 
lege, Statesboro, Ga. 
Charles Alan Schism, A.B., King College, Kings- 
port, Tenn. 
William Franklin Shouse, A.B., King College 
Cleveland, Tenn. 
Paul Edmund Smith, Jr., A.B., University of 
Massachusetts, Northampton, Mass. 
Robert Lewis Smith, A.B., Presbyterian College, 
Rockingham, N. C. 
James Ormond Speed, Jr., A.B., Davidson Col- 
lege, Birmingham, Ala. 
James Thomas Stevenson, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Abbeville, S. C. 
Robert Harold Teed, A.B., Wheaton College, 
Aurora, Il. 
James Robert Walkup, B.S., University of Flor- 
ida, McIntosh, Fla. 
Thomas Brunson Warren, A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Charleston, S. C. 
Richard Garland Watson, B.S., Hampden-Sydney 
College, Farmville, Va. 
Harry Bennett Wilkinson, A.B., Mississippi 
Southern College, Gloster, Miss. 


David Lee Williamson, Jr., A.B., Presbyterian 
College, Anapolis, Goias, Brazil. 


George Roberts Wright, B.B.A., University of 
Chattanooga, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Master of Theology 


William Jay Donaldson, Jr., A.B., King College, 
B.D., Columbia Theological Seminary, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

James DuPre, Newsome, Jr., A. B., Millsaps 
College, B.D., Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Jackson, Miss. 
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One Congregation Gives 


$300,000.00 for Missions 


The greatest Missionary Convention in the his- 
tory of The Peoples Church, Toronto, has just 
closed. The offering for the first time in history 
totalled $300,000.00. The Convention lasted for 
four weeks and five Sundays. To describe the 
enthusiasm of the last day would be impossible. 


People were standing everywhere after every 
seat had been taken. The vestibule at the back 
was filled to capacity. Others were sitting in the 
aisles. Many stood two and a half hours. The 
service did not close until 10.30 at night and 
there had been four services held during the day, 
as there were each Sunday. 


Premier Ernest E. Manning of Alberta was with 
us for one Sunday and he drew immense audiences. 
Mr. Robert G. Le Tourneau — the multi-millionaire 
industrialist — was present on the closing Sunday 
and he created an atmosphere of giving, so that 
it was easy to take up the offering. Many other 
outstanding world speakers attended, as well as a 
large number of missionaries. 


The famous Claus Indian Family sang during 
the first two weeks and the much-loved Harmony 
Makers the last two. Many beautiful colored films 
were shown. 


It looks now as though we are going to be able 
to send out a dozen or fifteen new recruits. Sev- 
eral are going from the Peoples Church, Dave 
Findlay and Mr. and Mrs. George Plummer. They 
made a tremendous impression on the audience 
as they stood on the platform. Of course, we 
must still take care of our 350 missionaries now 
on the field. Then, too, we have large literature 
commitments for 1957. 


It is interesting to note how the people gave. 
We have 130 elders and they gave over $40,000.00. 
Nearly everyone co-operated by sending in a Faith 
Promise Envelope. Our Sunday School is very 
small, it numbers less than 400. Yet the Sunday 
School gave $28,000.00. The classes contributed 
as follows:—The Adult Bible Class $8,458.00; the 
Married Couples Class, $4,068.00; the Victory Bible 
Class $2,700.00; the Bethany Class $2,000.00; the 
Junior Department $1,784.00; the Beginners’ De- 
partment $1,694.00; Mrs. Kiemm’s Class $1,606.00; 
Miss Palmer’s Class $888.00; the Junior Church 
$200.00; Mrs. Caddell’s Class $720.00; the Officers 
$624.00; Mr. Scott’s Class $516.00; Dr. Carter’s 
Class $312.00; Miss Caddell’s Class $110.00; Mr. 
Warner’s Class $105.00; the Nursery Department 
$85.00; Mrs. Warner’s Class $60.00. Thus every 
class in the Sunday School co-operated in the great 
worldwide program of the Church, and the Sunday 
School, as already stated, gave altogether approxi- 
mately $28,000.00. 


The Choir, which consists of about 60 voices, 
gave $12,000.00, and the Christian Business Girls 
Club $5,000.00. 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith, the Pastor of the Church, 
was in charge throughout the Convention, and 
he was ably assisted by his son, Rev. Paul B. 
Smith, B.A. Rev. Robert Watt, the Assistant 
Pastor, also helped from time to time. The ushers 
did a magnificent work. Mr. and Mrs. Bakewell 
and their associates took charge of the kitchen 
and rendered most valuable service. The entire 
office staff co-operated throughout. 


The rejoicing of the people reminded us of the 
rejoicing when King Solomon dedicated the Temple. 
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SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED ... 


An Income for You— 
An Outgo of Christianity 


This free booklet on Church Extension An- 
nuities tells how. Briefly, your gift to the 
Board purchases a regular annuity for you 
which pays you an income for life—beginning 
now. To protect your investment, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your 
lifetime, and, depending on your age, you can 
receive up to 7.4% per year — regardless of 
prevailing business conditions. Payments are 
made _ semi-annually. 
Later, your gift lives 
after you bringing 
others to Christ. See 
how people with small 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 


Write For 
“Facing the Future 


with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Dept B-3, Atlanta, Ga. 





There was a spirit of spontaneous giving. People 
as a rule do not give when they are sad, they give 
when they are happy. It is hilarious giving that 
glorifies God. The small gift was 3 cents — the 
average was $24.00. Approximately 2,000 people 
took part in the Offering. 


We mey never again see such a day as we saw 
on May 12th, 1957. It was a day that will never 
be forgotten, especially the closing service. When 
the Thermometer was broken, the Choir, with the 
entire congregation standing, sang “The Hallelujah 
Chorus” amid great rejoicing. Every heart was 
lifted up in praise and thanksgiving to God, for 
in spite of the fact that money is tight this year 
the people gave, and gave hilariously. For all 
that was accomplished in our Annual 1957 Con- 
vention we devoutly praise God. 





DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, general director of 
United Church Women, and a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., has been named “Church- 
woman of the Year” by the Washington Pilgrimage. 

Mrs. MacLeod, executive of the UCW for the 
past nine years, was the Assistant Secretary of 
the Executive Committee of Women’s Work, as 
the present Board of Women’s Work was then 
called, for the Southern Presbyterians. She is 
the widow of Dr. W. Murdoch MacLeod, formerly 
pastor of Pinehurst, N. C., Presbyterian Church, 
and Westminster Church of Nashville. 
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The award presented to Mrs. MacLeod was one 
of three given “to emphasize the American re- 
ligious heritage, to stimulate civic and moral re- 
sponsibility and to strengthen the spirit of liberty 
under which Americans of all religious beliefs 
may prosper in unity.” Also recognized at the 
awards dinner were Dr. Louis H. Evans, named 
“Churchman of the Year,” and William Harper 
Bryan, named ‘“Lay-Churchman of the Year.” 
Marion Folsom, secretary of the U. S. Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare presented the 
certificate honoring Mrs. MacLeod. Cecil B. 
DeMille presented the award to Dr. Evans, and 
Senator Stuart Symington of Missouri presented 
the award to Mr. Bryan, who is from St. Louis. 





Report of May 1957 
Board of Church Extension 


Budget 1957 $1,518,225.00 


Receipts to date 307,768.84 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 20.27% 


Balance needed for the year 1,210,456.16 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 





NEW YORK 


New York — More than 1,000 persons witnessed 
the unveiling of a bronze bust and plaque of Con- 
federate General Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson 
at the Hall of Fame for Great Americans, New 
York ,University. The event took place Sunday, 
May 19, climaxing nation-wide Armed Forces 
Week. Officials of the armed forces, state officials, 
members of the United Daughters of the Confed- 
eracy, New York University representatives, and 
the general public were present. 


Jackson, known for his Christian convictions, 
was a deacon in the Lexington, Va., Presbyterian 
Church. It is said that he always prayed before 
a battle. He was General Robert E. Lee’s ablest 
and most trusted officer and his military tactics 
are studied even today at military academies, in- 
cluding West Point. 


The bronze bust of Jackson, work of Sculptor 
Bryant, was unveiled by Mrs. E. Randolph Pres- 
ton, granddaughter of General Jackson. Three 
generations of Jackson’s family attended. Besides 
Mrs. Preston, there were Mrs. J. B. McAfee, great- 
granddaughter; and Juliana Christian Creech, Julia 
McAfee, and Trudy Shaffner, great-great-grand- 
daughters. 


Secretary of the Army Wilber M. Brucker was 
the principal speaker. As part of the ceremonies 
the West Point Glee Club sang songs of the Con- 
federacy. Honor guards from V. M. I. and the 
Academy marched at the head of the procession 
of dignitaries, which included fourteen generals 
and one admiral. 








Somes TERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 

< Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
~.# | Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and A. 8. 
= = degrees. Graduates transfer to best colleges 

_ | as juniors. Professor each ten students. 

Personal attention. Scientific tests and guid- 
ance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. Pre- 
paratory grades 11 and 12. Member Southern 
Association Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Summer School. 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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Our Presbyterian 
Literature 
offers 2 
different approaches 
to Bible study. 


Churches vary in size. The background of 
their membership varies. Our Board of 
Christian Education offers us the choice 
of two distinct series of Bible lessons pre- 
pared especially for use in Presbyterian 
Sunday schools. This gives us a choice in 
selecting the series that best meets our 
particular educational needs. Yet here is 
a choice we can make with confidence. 
Both of these sets of material are planned, 
written, edited, and produced for Presby- 
terians by Presbyterians, under the direc- 
tion and subject to the approval of our 
Board of Christian Education, chosen by 
the Church through Presbyterian pro- 
cedures. They are edited in accordance 
with the Presbyterian Church’s position 
on God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Man, and the Church. 


graded 

The Presbyterian Graded Series is built 
around the growing Christian’s increasing 
understanding and abilities. Using differ- 
ent themes in each department on a given 
Sunday, the Graded Series plan allows 
greater flexibility in the choice of theme, 
Scripture, and teaching methods. Missions, 
education, stewardship, evangelism, and 
doctrine all have their place in the con- 
tent. 





uniform 


The Presbyterian Uniform Series, as the 
name implies, offers a plan whereby all 
departments of the Sunday school have the 
same general topic, and use the same 
background Scriptures on the same Sun- 
day. In the age groups, however, differ- 
ences of age and understanding determine 
the development of themes and _ topics. 
The Uniform Series includes units on 
books of the Bible, on topical Bible study, 
and on Christian faith and life. 

A brochure explaining more fully the edu- 
cational materials produced by our Church 
will be sent on request. Write for “Our 
Presbyterian Literature.” 





Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Dr. James Ross McCain, president 
emeritus of Agnes Scott College and a former 
moderator of the General Assembly, was one of 
two outstanding religious lay leaders to receive 
appreciation awards by the Trustees of the Protes- 
tant Radio and Television Center. 


W. N. Banks, Methodist lay leader of Grantville, 
Ga., was the other recipient of the awards, pre- 
sented May 23rd, at a regular Board meeting at 
the Trust Company of Georgia. Bishop Arthur J. 
Moore, Methodist, resident bishop of the Atlanta 
area, was present at the ceremony. 


Dr. McCain, resident of Decatur, Ga., has long 
been recognized as a pioneering guide in the de- 
velopment of the Center. His citation read: ‘‘The 
first petitioner for a charter, the first trustee 
elected, the first provider of a working home — 
a man who when it was first presented to him saw 
the possibilities of electronic communication in 
the work of the Church. His vision has enabled 
others to lift their sights and bring this unique 
center to its high place of usefulness for Christ 
and His Kingdom.” 


The award to Mr. Banks cited “his contribution 
to the enrichment of the religious life of our nation 
and world through active leadership in making pos- 
sible the building of the television facilities of 
this center. Generations yet unborn will be blessed 
by his pioneering efforts and on the cornerstone 
he has erected, others will continue to build a 
worldwide Christian ministry through the medium 
of electronic communication.” Mr. Banks has 
served as chairman of a successful effort to raise 
funds and build the TV production sound stage. 


The awards, a surprise to both recipients, were 
signed by Dr. William R. Cannon, Chairman of 
the Board and Dean of Candler School of Theology; 
and Dr. Alexander. 


The Protestant Radio and Television Center is 
the largest producer of non-commercial religious 
radio programs in the world and has just recently 
completed the erection of the largest television 
production sound stage south of New York and 
east of Denver. The total enlargement program 
has been in excess of $550,000. 





Atlanta — At a second discussion period on 
“Christian Race Relations,” Presbyterian ministers 
of the Atlanta area recently heard four other 
Presbyterian ministers of this city speak on a panel 
aimed at pursuing better understanding and com- 
munications between races. The program was part 
of the regular meeting of the Atlanta Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Association. 


Talking on the panel topic, the Rev. Henry B. 
Sweet, pastor of West Hills Church, praised the 
Presbyterian ministry and the General Assembly 
in their efforts to improve relationships between 
races. 


Dr. Thomas A. Fry, Jr., pastor of Druid Hills 
Church, gave the Biblical background and historical 
foundations of Presbyterian views regarding race 
relations. 


Other speakers were the Rev. Fitzhugh Legerton, 
pastor of Oglethorpe Church, and Dr. Stuart 
Oglesby, pastor of Central Church. Dr. Oglesby 
said that the Negro has to earn the right to the 
equality the law guarantees him. 


As a result of the panel discussion, a committee 
was appointed to carry on further study of develop- 
ing mutual understanding among races. Serving on 
this committee will be Mr. Sweet, Dr. Fry, and 
Mr. Legerton. 
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CHRISTIAN WIDOW: 


Wants position as “House Mother” in Southern 
School. 


Answer: 


Care of Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 








EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME 


CHARLOTTE, N. C SPARTANBURG, S. C 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 











HIGH SCHOOL Teacher and Principal wanted 
for Christian, Church related school. Contact 
W. E. Hill, Jr., 2401 City Point Road, Hope- 
well, Va. Telephone CEdar 9-7391 or CEdar 
9-6765. 








Atlanta — Miss Janie McGaughey, former exec- 
utive secretary of the Board of Women’s Work 
in Atlanta, on May 27 received a Master’s degree 
of Religious Education from Biblical Seminary in 
New York City. 


The thesis Miss McGaughey prepared for the 
degree was written on “The Contribution of the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center to Re- 
ligious Education.” 


The Center, near Atlanta, is under the direction 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.; the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A.; and the Methodist, Lutheran, 
and Episcopal Churches. 





Rome — The Stated Spring meeting of Cherokee 
Presbytery was held May 21 at the First Presby- 
terian Church, Cartersville, Ga. The Rev. Robert 
S. Busey, pastor of the Chickamauga Presbyterian 
Church, moderated the meeting. The Rev. Jack 
Robinson was received, upon examination, from 
Guerrant Presbytery. Mr. Robinson has accepted 
the call of the Silver Creek Church, Lindale, Ga., 
and was installed Sunday June 9 at 11:00 A. M. 
During the course of the meeting Presbytery visited 
the new camp site at Lake Allatoona, and plans 
were announced at Presbytery for the develop- 
ment of the Camp Site. At the present time the 
Camps and Conferences of Cherokee Presbytery 
are held at Rabun Gap Nacoochee School. Several 
Columbia Seminary students will serve in Cherokee 
Presbytery this summer. Mr. Charles Womack, 
at Rockmart; Mr. Todd Allen at Mars Hill and 
Midway; Mr. Sam Nettles at Freehome; Mr. Ridley 
Smith at Parkview in Marietta; Mr. Lewis Bullard 
at Calhoun; and Mr. James Frazier at Trion. 


Two candidates, both seniors at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, James Baird of Acworth, and 
J. W. Flanagan, Jr., of Summerville were dis- 
missed to Presbyteries in Mississippi. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet at the Reynolds- 
Miller Memorial Presbyterian Church, Rome, Ga., 
on Friday, June 7 at 3:00 P. M. Mr. Dennis 
Ketchem, a candidate of Cherokee Presbytery, and 
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a senior at Columbia Theological Seminary to be 
examined for ordination. 


Mr. E. H. Anderson, a Ruling Elder of the 
LaFayette Church, was nominated to serve as Mod- 
erator at the next Stated Meeting, September 17 
at the First Presbyterian Church, Cedartown, Ga. 

Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Davidson College Board of Trustees 
named Dr. Clarence Piepenpol as acting president 
of the college at a recent meeting here. 


Professor of Bible and Greek, John C. Bailey, 
Jr., was named dean of students. 


Dr. Piepenpol has been serving the college as 
the dean of faculty. Both appointments were made 
for an interim period until a new president is 
selected. Dr. John R. Cunningham’s resignation to 
become head of the Presbyterian Foundation in 
Charlotte, N. C., will become effective September 1. 


Mr. Bailey succeeds Dr. Samuel Spencer, who 
is leaving Davidson to become president of Mary 
Baldwin College in Virginia. 





Laurinburg — Dr. Samuel Hewitt Fulton, pastor 
of Laurinburg Presbyterian Church for the past 
27 years died May 19 of a heart ailment at the 
age of 57. 


Funeral services were conducted by the Rev. 
W. P. DuBose of Laurel Hill, Dr. Marshall Scott 
Woodson, president of Flora Macdonald College, 
and Dr. L. C. LaMotte, president of Presbyterian 
Junior College in Maxton, N. C. 


Dr. Fulton was a member of the board of trustees 
of both the new Consolidated Presbyterian College 
and of Presbyterian Junior College. 


Dr. Fulton was born in Darlington, S. C., son 
of the late Rev. Darby M. Fulton and Mrs. Emma 
McDuffie Fulton. He was a graduate of both 
Presbyterian College and Columbia Theological 
Seminary, and served churches in Honea Path and 
Belton, S. C., before becoming pastor of the Laurin- 
burg church in 1930. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 

Union — A drive to raise the necessary funds 
to pay off the note and mortgage on the Mc- 
Cutchen Memorial Presbyterian Church was 
launched last Sunday, May 26th. The present 
brick edifice with sanctuary, fellowship hall, four- 
teen class rooms, two offices and a kitchen valued 
at $100,000.00 was built at the approximate cost 
of $80,000.00. The construction of this building 
was begun in June, 1949, and the first service was 
held in September, 1950. In order to complete 
the building it was necessary for the congregation 
to borrow $12,000.00, to be paid back over a 
period of fifteen years. The balance now needed 
to pay off this loan and clear the church of debt 
is $7,607.72. 


A building fund committee has been appointed 
by the session to lead this drive. They are as 
follows: Jesse Miller, chairman; Dr. T. A. Murrah, 
treasurer; M. G. Crosby, James Byars, W. H. 
Green, R. Roy Baldwin, Donald Shetley, Mrs. Jake 
Vaughan, Mrs. W. W. Satterfield and Miss Frankie 
Knox. The committee has set October 27, 1957, 
as the mortgage burning date, this being the near- 
ee to the organization date of October 26, 


JUNE 19, 1957 





Clinton — Officials of Presbyterian College have 
announced that the college’s Diamond Jubilee De- 
velopment Program goal has already been passed 
by nearly $250,000. The 18-month drive has 
brought in over $997,000. Goal for the two con- 
trolling synods of Georgia and South Carolina was 
$750,000. 





Clinton — A gift of $10,000 establishing the 
Albert Moorhead Scholarship has been made to 
Presbyterian College here, President Marshall W. 
Brown has announced. 


It was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Moor- 
head of Anderson, S. C., who established the schol- 
arship at PC in connection with the development 
campaign which has just raised $45,250 for the 
college in Piedmont Presbytery. 





Clinton — Five Presbyterian church groups and 
a Boy Scout council are scheduled to hold con- 
ferences at Presbyterian College this summer. 


They will bring young people and adult leaders 
from both the controlling Synods of Georgia and 
South Carolina to the PC campus. 


The tenth annual Synodical Training School of 
South Carolina is expected to assemble more than 
200 women leaders here from throughout the state 
on June 17-22 under the leadership of Mrs. R. 
Grier Robinson of Charleston. Presbyterian Col- 
lege is now the permanent home of this school. 


The South Carolina Synod Senior High Leader- 
ship School, another regular part of the PC sum- 
mer schedule, will open the calendar of events 
on June 10-15. Two Presbyteries also will hold 
their senior high conferences here: Congaree, on 
July 1-6; and Charleston, on July 8-13. 


Then, women of Georgia will join those of 
South Carolina in a joint enterprise which returns 
to Presbyterian College for the third straight year. 
It is the Area Laboratory School for training 
Sunday School teachers, set for July 14-20. 


And boy scouts of the Blue Ridge (S.C.) Coun- 
cil will return again this summer for a three-day 
assembly on August 16-18. 





TENNESSEE 


Columbia Presbytery—The Pioneer Presbyterian 
Parish of Columbia Presbytery, consisting of nine 
churches in Giles County, Tennessee, was organ- 
ized Sunday, May 12, at a meeting at Brick 
Presbyterian Church. This is the first Larger 
Parish in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in the 
Synod of Tennessee. 


The Council Officers elected were: 


Rev. Wallace Carr, First Presbyterian Church, 
Pulaski, Co-ordinator 


Rev. Donald White, Bethany Church, Associate 
Co-ordinator 

Mrs. J. C. Carpenter, Lynnville, Secretary 

Mr. Owen Bass, Brick Church, Treasurer. 


The Parish Staff will consist of three ordained 
ministers, a Director of Christian Education and 
Music and a parish secretary. Mr. Charles M. 
Harris will work in the field of Christian Educa- 
tion and Music. Mrs. Joan Knox is the Parish 
Secretary. 


Seven committees were organized and chairmen 
elected to each. They are as follows: 
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Executive Committee, Rev. Wallace Carr, First 
Presbyterian Church, Pulaski, Chairman 
Committee on Youth Work, Mr. Mark Goodman, 
Brick Church, Chairman 

Music Committee, Miss Mary Sellers, Buford, 
Chairman 

Committee on Adult Work, Mr. Gilbert Storey, 
Frankewing, Chairman 

Christian Education Committee, Mrs. B. H. 
Gaultney, Frankewing, Chairman 

Publicity Committee, Miss Jamie Edmondson, Lynn- 
ville, Chairman 

Evangelistic Committee, Mr. John K. Rayburn, 
Pulaski, Chairman. 





Ripley — Rev. Gene E. Canestrari, pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church of Ripley, announces 
that he will become pastor of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Memphis, subject to the 
action of Memphis Presbytery. 





TEXAS 


Dallas — The Texas Navy, much joked about 
and long inactive, is being re-activated for an 
attack on South Florida. 


That’s the word from Harrell C. Mason of Dallas, 
in charge of an invasion force of Texas Presby- 
terian men, directed against Miami for the Pres- 
byterian Men’s Convention in October. 


“We'll hit them by land, by sea, and by air,” 
Convention Committee Chairman Mason announced. 

“Our air force already has eleven planes, and 
we’re re-activating the Texas Navy to send one 
amphibious force by sea,’’ Mason reported. “Six 
commercial planes have been chartered, to take 
77 passengers each, and five private planes already 
are pledged for the attack. 


“The navy will consist of a passenger ship we 
are chartering to provide a two-day cruise each 
way to Miami. L. L. Robinson, a sea-minded gent 
from Agua Dulce, thought up the attack by sea, 
and is heading up the Presbyterian amphibious 
force. He says the attack ship will tie up in Miami 
to provide living quarters for the men while there.” 

Plans for the big Men’s Convention call for 
more than 1200 men to go from the Lone Star 
State. Approximately 12,000 Presbyterian men, 
plus several additional thousands of their wives, 
are expected. The Convention will be held October 
10-13, and President Eisenhower has tentatively 
accepted one of the program spots. 


“Many buses have also been chartered, to carry 
our land force, but we haven’t gotten an accurate 
total yet from some of the less populated areas 
of the state, such as Houston and Fort Worth,” 
Mason stated. 


“As for our navy, we shouldn’t have any trouble 
manning the vessel — almost every Texan is grow- 
ing web feet and has learned to operate at least 
a small boat during the last couple of months!” 
Mason concluded. 





Kingsville — The first commencement of the 
Presbyterian Pan-American School preparatory 
school department was held recently with 18 young 
people from Texas and Mexico receiving diplomas. 


Most of the graduates plan to enter college this 
fall. Two have won scholarships to King College in 
Bristol, Tenn. 


Dean James I. McCord of Austin Theological 


Seminary, principal speaker at the Pan-American 
School’s initial commencement, described the 
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School as one of the most significant institutions 
of higher education in the Americas. 


Dr. S. H. Reisner, president of the School, pre- 
sented diplomas to the graduating seniors. 


The school, with preparatory and college de- 
partments, has the training of Christian leader- 
ship for service in many areas of life as its basic 
aim and service to young people in the Americas, 
The institution is owned and operated by the 
Synod of Texas. 


Commencement exercises actually were held on 
the Taft, Texas campus — formerly occupied by 
the Presbyterian School for Mexican Girls. With 
the merger of Pres-Mex and Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute, construction is now underway 
on the first stage of a $2,000,000.00, 10-year de- 
velopment program of the new school being de- 
veloped on the former Tex-Mex campus here. 





Brownsville — The Faith Presbyterian Church 
of Brownsville, Texas, was organized on Mother’s 
Day, May 12th, with 86 charter members. 


The First Church of Brownsville sponsored Faith 
Church in co-operation with the Home Missions 
Committee of Western Texas Presbytery. First 
Church has given to Faith Church 54 of its charter 
members, a 3-acre building site, and a new spacious 
4-bedroom brick manse, located at 1155 Camwood. 


Approximately 300 persons attended the Service 
of Organization in the Cafetorium of the Ebony 
Heights School where the petitioners of the New 
Church have been worshipping since February 24, 
when first services were held with 110 in attend- 
ance and 89 present for Sabbath School. Rev. 
Jack Powell was the Evangelist, appointed by 
Western Texas Presbytery, and charged with the 
responsibility of organizing the new church. 


Following its organization, the new church chose 
Faith as its name, and then elected the following 
officers: Elders: Jim Batsell, S. W. McKenzie, 
Ralph Manville, and Grant Jensen. 


Deacons: Sam Bayliss, Jimmy Cowan, Paul 
Hunter, Don McKay, Joe Price, Hugh Riley, Ear! 
Theriac, M. M. Vicars, and Bob Voss. 


Trustees: Cecil Ford, Oiva Koslsi, and B. 0. 
Snell. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond — Alabama and Arkansas are locked 
in a nip-and-tuck battle for top honors in registra- 
tions for the Presbyterian Men’s Convention at 
Miami, October 10-13. Latest figures available 
give Alabama the edge, 35.8 per cent, and Arkan- 
sas 35.0 per cent of their registration quotas. 


Oklahoma and Snedecor Region are tied at 24 
per cent and North Carolina is a close fifth with 
23.4 per cent. 


This year’s registrations, both in total and in 
percentage, are far ahead of the comparable figures 
for the New Orleans convention in 1954, indicating 
that the 12,000 registration goal should be reached 
if not surpassed. 


Texas was the only Synod running behind the 
1954 figures, when statistics were tabulated at 
the end of May. But rumblings from Texas, in- 
cluding plans for chartering eleven planes and a 
cruise ship, indicate things are about to begin out 
that way. Texas has the lowest percentage of 
the General Assembly, with 5.3 per cent of its 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





o..2 


rarn- Tp f.] 


—_ ree. 





quota, but synod men’s leaders are planning to 
do something about it. 


Virginia and Appalachia are the other synods 
with low registration figures. Virginia has only 
8.2 per cent of her registration goal now, but 
has jumped ahead of its early registration figures 
of 1954. Appalachia is also ahead of her 1954 
comparable registrations but has less than 10 per 
cent of the goal. 


Florida, host synod, holds sixth place in quota 
filled so far. South Carolina is seventh, and 
Georgia and West Virginia are tied for eighth. 
Rank of the other synods, as reported by .con- 
vention headquarters here, is: Tennessee tenth, 
Louisiana eleventh, Missouri is twelfth, Mississippi 
thirteenth, and Kentucky fourteenth, with Vir- 
ginia, Appalachia and Texas trailing. 





VIRGINIA 
Richmond — Appointment of Miss Anne Mc- 
Michael as editor of children’s literature on the 
staff of the Board of Christian Education has been 
announced by Dr. Holmes Rolston, editor-in-chief. 


Miss McMichael will come to her new post on 
September 1 from her present position as assistant 
regional director of Christian education in the 
Synod of North Carolina with headquarters in 
Statesville. 


A native of Orangeburg, S. C., Miss McMichael 
is a graduate of Winthrop College in Rock Hill, 
S. C., and of the Assembly’s Training School in 
Richmond. 
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JESUS CHRIST THE RISEN LORD. Floyd V. 
Filson. Abingdon Press. $4.00. 


Dr. Filson demonstrates that the unity of the 
Bible is found in a history that moves in line 
with God’s purpose. The fact that illuminates this 
unity is the resurrection of Christ. 


There are eleven chapters in this volume, and 
they are written to serve as a guide to the grow- 
ing interest in Biblical theology. He gives a gen- 
eral survey of the basic message of the Apostolic 
Church and then provides a more detailed discus- 
sion of a major topic in that outline. 


Dr. Filson apparently believes in the Virgin 
Birth. He acknowledges, “Jesus can never be fully 
explained by relation to His human ancestry. 
God came into human life in a unique way to 
work out His central purpose of redemption.” It 
is not clear, however, that the author is prepared 
to defend the Christian belief of the Virgin Birth. 
The best he does in this discussion is to say, 
“Whether the doctrine of the Virgin Birth is taken 
as a literal fact and Jesus had no human father, 
or whether it expresses in poetic form the deep 
theological fact that the coming of this unique 
life in the history was the true result of the pur- 
pose for the act of God, it is clear that the Church 
had to see that God was back of this Birth.” 


In fairness to Dr. Filson, however, it should 


be pointed out that in a footnote he states, “The 
best argument for the literal fact as the necessary 
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D.C.E. and Church Visitor wanted. Contact 
W. E. Hill Jr., 2401 City Point Road, Hope- 
well, Virginia. Telephone CEdar 939-7391 or 
CEdar 93-6765. 














protection of the theological truth is by J. Gresham 
Machen, The Virgin Birth of Christ.” 


Much can be said in favor of this new work 
on Biblical theology. It is clear, scholarly, and 
evangelical. It could serve as a distinct aid to 
ministers in the preparation of Christ-exalting 


sermons. 
—J.R.R. 





A NEW TESTAMENT WORDBOOK, by William 
Barclay. Harper and Brothers. $2.50. 


Dr. Barclay, minister of the Church of Scotland, 
is Lecturer in New Testament Language and Lit- 
erature and in Hellenistic Greek in the University 
of Glasgow. The book comprises a series of 37 
vivid, Greek word studies, which appeared in the 
Britsh Weekly. 


“Words,” says Dr. Barclay, “are always faci- 
nating things. . . . It is always possible to trans- 
late words with accuracy when they refer to 
things. But it is a different matter when it is 
a question of ideas. . . . Further, words have as- 
sociations.” 


In these studies, with the facility of a truly 
great teacher and preacher, he makes these key 
Greek words become vital and vibrant with mean- 
ing, not only to the scholar, but also to the church 
member, who knows no Greek. . . . Also his analysis 
of the teachings of the words could easily provide 
effective sermon outlines. 


Outstanding examples are the following: Ek- 
klesia: The Church of God; Euaggelion: The Good 
News; Lutron . . .: The Debt and Its Payment; 
Parousia: The Arrival of the King. 


The whole work is thoroughly evangelical, schol- 
arly, yet thrilling in its simplicity, and is recom- 
mended as a most helpful aid to any Christian 
worker or Bible student. 


V.W.P. 


LANGUAGE FOR EVERYBODY. Mario Pei. 
Devin-Adair Press. $5.00. 





Mario Pei is recognized as one of the world’s 
leading linguistic authorities. He is Professor of 
Romance Philology at Columbia University. This 
book endeavors to do two things: First, to show 
the reader the facts of language particularly in 
relation to his own environment; and second, give 
him practical suggestions as to how he may im- 
prove his own language and acquire other lan- 
guages. 


If you want to know where English stands among 
other languages, this book will tell you. If you 
want to know what foreign languages are worth- 
while studying, this book advises you. Many ques- 
tions are answered concerning languages in this 
book without the trappings of complicated term- 
inology. 





I could prove God statistically. Take the 
human body alone—the chance that all the 
functions of the individual would just happen 
is a statistical monstrosity—George Gallup. 





PAGE 23 


















In 





- AN an aA 
ARR 


a i z \ 
CALUET in SND 8 | 
ei ANY | 


wns 


. . 
. 
. . 
. 
soe 
ae 
ae. PHS ” 
. ee, 
Ys YY 
. aK 


Ww 
My 
, 


your will, remember Him! 


Many Christian men and women have found satisfaction in leaving part 
of their earthly goods to advance the work of God’s kingdom. 

Your Board of World Missions is one favorite medium for thus aiding 
the cause of Christianity after one’s earthly activities have ended. You 
simply name the Board in your will, for whatever you wish to give. 

All you have to do is consult your lawyer regarding your bequest. The 
suggested wording is contained in our pamphlet “Have you, too, for- 
gotten ...in your will?” which we will be glad to send you on request. 
Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoOaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


? 


"To Foretgu Missions a Share’ 
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